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Breakout Education Kit!
In November, Ms. Roebuck’s Grade 4 Class had a fun, educational

experience using our school’s new Breakout Education Kit. This activity

includes a big box with many locks on it, and you have a time limit to find

the combination to the locks in order to open the box. We had to find the

combination of these locks by answering problems/riddles that were hidden

around the room. The problems were all math based that related to

patterning, place value, addition, subtraction and proportional reasoning.

This was a great opportunity for us to have fun, while learning math and

developing our teamwork skills. Once we solved the combination to all the

locks we were able to open the box and find a variety of prizes in there. We

worked as a whole class in order to “breakout” in less than 40 minutes. The

first time we had just over three minutes left on the clock. The second time

we had 14 minutes left on the clock. We cannot wait for the next time that

we get to breakout!

By Anika, Jessica and Bahar (Edited by the class)

Winter Break
All YRDSB schools will be closed from December 26–January 6 for the

winter break. Classes will resume on Monday, January 9, 2017. From all of

the staff at Dr. Roberta Bondar, we wish you and your family a happy and

healthy 2017.



A Message from our School Council Chairs

Inclement Weather, Lunch Providers, And After School Programs

Hello Bondar Families!

December is here and as we get ready for another winter, School Council wants to announce that we

have set a date for our 2nd Annual Fun Fair! This year, our fun fair will be held on Thursday, June

15th, 2017, from 5pm-8pm, at the school. For all the families that attended last year, you can look

forward to even more fun, food, and activities for the kids! School Council members have already

been hard at work with plans and preparations for the fun fair. Look out for more details in the coming

months!

We are asking our Bondar community if they have anything they are able to donate as a prize for the

raffle. Last year, we had lots and lots of amazing prizes that were donated by our local community

such as gift cards for restaurants and services, tickets to sporting events, and actual prize items,

including a big screen television. The raffle was a major fundraising initiative for our school which

led to school council being able to buy school agendas for all students in September. Likewise, the

funds raised have also been used by the school to buy new technology items such as laptops for the

students. If you are able to donate anything towards the fun fair raffle through yourself or a donation

through a local business, please contact us at bondarrocketsschoolcouncil@gmail.com.

School Council is also busy planning some more free community events at our school. We had an

amazing Dance Night in October and kids and parents had lots of fun! Is there an activity you would

like to see happen at our school for an evening? Are you someone that can donate an hour of your time

to lead an evening activity (zumba teacher, tai chi instructor, game night)? We are always looking for

something fun that we can do together as families, especially on a cold winter evening! Please send us

an email if you can help or know someone that can donate their time.

Pizza and Sub lunches continue to go well. All ordering is available through School Cash Online only.

Please make sure you have registered your child(ren)! Pizza and Sub lunch orders for January-March

Break will open in December.

Ordering for January – March Break will be available in December on School Cash Online.

For the next block of orders, you will be able to select which weeks/how many weeks you want to

order within the block. You may choose to order all weeks or select which specific weeks you want.

Ordering will close at the start of Winter Break, so please make sure to get online and place your pizza

and sub orders.

We thank all the parents and student volunteers who have come during lunch every week to help

distribute pizza and subs. Without your help, we would not be able to do our lunch programs!

School Council wants to hear from you! Our next meeting will be on Monday, January 16th, at

6:30PM, in the school library. As always, if you have any questions, please contact us at

bondarrocketsschoolcouncil@gmail.com

Have a great Winter Break!

Bondar Rockets School Council

Please note: Any lunch service arrangements made by the school (sub lunches/pizza lunches/lunch

lady), special hot lunches or special events/field trips, lunch time and after school programs will be

cancelled on designated inclement weather days. All lunches are cancelled and parents should send a

lunch with their child. Lunches and programs will be re-scheduled. Field trips may be re-scheduled or

refunded. If you have registered for an after school program on an inclement weather day, you must

pick up your child at regular dismissal at 2:35 p.m. as the program will be cancelled.



Water is the #1 Beverage

Healthy brains need to stay hydrated in

order to learn and concentrate. Encourage

your child to drink water throughout the day

by sending water in a reusable bottle. They

often need water to rehydrate after being

outside to play or gym class.

Sugar sweetened drinks like pop, juice, and

fruit drinks might sound tasty but they don't

provide the same benefits when it comes to

staying healthy and hydrated. Try adding

different fruits to your water to make it

more tasty. Water is the best option!

Visit the DRBPS website or click HERE for

for a varitey of different flavoured-water

recipies.

By Ms. Voskakis

“One Person Can Make a Difference” Award

Last month we began a new initiative at Dr. Roberta Bondar. While we

have always known our students can and do make a difference, we will be

celebrating individual achievements of students who demonstrate one

person can make a difference each month at our character assemblies. This

month we recognize Addison in Mr. Hunt's and Ms. Ferdous' Kindergarten

class. Addison and her dad baked cookies for a bake sale. It was a busy

time for these two as they worked hard to bake and sell their goods in order

to raise money for Sick Kids Hospital. Addison raised $48 to support those

in need at one of Toronto's most famous hospitals. Congratulations to

Addison for demonstrating that one person can make a difference!

On Monday,

December 19,

wear a toque or

holiday hat to

show your

Bondar Spirit!

Courage Assembly

In November, in honour of Rememberance Day and our

Character Trait of the Month, our Grade 6 students in Ms.

Stewart’s and Ms. Balche’s classes have been working very

hard in French class to write inspirational letters to the people

who they find courageous and who inspire them to be

courageous en français! The recipients of the letters ranged

from superheros to fellow classmates,

teachers and sport stars, the Veterans to

family members. Ms. Figotina would like

to share how proud she is of all of her

students for being courageous and

writing a letter in French, something

that is very courageous in itself!

Félicitations on this wonderful

achievement!

By Ms. Figotina

Celebrate Vaughan has arrived. This special edition

magazine contains stories and information about the City to

mark its 25th anniversary this year. To learn more, visit

vaughanmomentumreport.com

www.vaughanmomentumreport.com
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/drrobertabondar.ps/Pages/default.aspx


Student Corner: Articles Written by Students

Article by Bowen, Grade 8 News Reporter

Courage
Courage: it’s the quality of mind or spirit that enables a

person to face difficulty, danger, pain, etc., without fear.

This month of November, students from Dr. Roberta

Bondar of all ages have been demonstrating courage.

During our character assembly some talented students had

the bravery to perform on stage in front of the whole

school and parents. The upcoming month of December the

character trait is perseverance; steady persistence in a

course of action, a purpose, a state, etc., especially in spite

of difficulties, obstacles, or discouragement. The students

of Dr. Roberta Bondar will continue to positively face

challenges to demonstrate perseverance during the month

of December.

Article by Ryan, Grade 8 News Reporter

Progress Reports
Near the end of the month your child(ren) received their

progress report. Parents, please make sure that you sign

the part on the envelope that says “Progress report” as

soon as possible and have it sent back to the teacher. In the

progress report card there is this one section where your

chlid(ren) can write their strengths, their needs and their

goals for next term. As soon as this part is filled out,

please tear off and send it back to your child(ren)’s

teacher.

Article by Charles, Grade 8 News Reporter

Remembrance Day
On November 11th, 2016, Dr. Roberta Bondar PS attended

an assembly for Remembrance Day to honour the veterans

and soldiers who, with hearts of courage, bravely fought

for our country known as Canada.

Some people might wonder why we celebrate

Remembrance Day on November 11th. The reason why is

because all armies ceased fighting each other on

November 11th at 11am in 1918. We also celebrate

Remembrance Day to honor not only the soldiers who

have died, but to also honor the veterans that were part of

the wars and lived.

Did you know there are actually some veterans that are in

their 20s and have fought in either a current war or one

that happened not so long ago? Have you ever wondered

why we wear a poppy during Remembrance Day. The

reason why is because of the well-known poem called

. In Flanders Fields, there are so many

poppies that grow on the graves of soldiers that died.

Another well-known thing you should know about poppies

is that you always wear them on the left so we can keep

the poppy close to our heart, which is on the left side of

our chest.

Flanders Fields



Library Corner

Scholastic Book Fair

Overdue Notices

Reading Clubs… Starting in January!

Thank you to all the families who came out to the on Thursday, November 24

and Friday, November 25. During that time, the book fair held a Family Event draw.

Congratulations to Jayden in Ms. Weatherston’s class. Both Jayden and Ms. Weatherston class won

$25.00 in books. During class visits for Junior and Intermediate classes, we held a “I wish I could

win” contest. Students filled out a ballot and wrote the title of the book, worth $10.00, that they

wanted to win. The winners will be selected shortly and announced in the January newsletter.

The would not be possible without the help of many people. Thank you to the

Library Crew for your help setting up; and thank you to teachers, staff, office staff, and caretaking

who supported the book fair. I look forward to sharing many of the details from the

in January’s newsletter.

With the month of December comes the overdue notices from the library. Overdue notices are for books that were signed

more than two weeks ago, and which have yet to be returned to the Library. Students are more than welcome to sign out

books to read during the December holidays if they like. If not, please return your overdue books to the Library. Remember,

other students are waiting for those books to be returned. Thank you for your assistance getting overdue books back to the

Library.

Time to chill out with some great books! Beginning in January, the Library will begin three reading programs:

(Grade 1 2) | (Grade 3) | (Grade 4–6)

If your child is in Grade 4–6 and is interested in participating in the , some of the books they will need are

bow available at the DRBPS Library. They are more than welcome to sign out books over the December holiday.

Scholastic Book Fair

Scholastic Book Fair

Scholastic Book

Fair

Battle of the Books

Blue Spruce Silver Birch Battle of the Books–

Student Book Recommendation

Just My Rotten Luck
By James Patterson

I recently finished a book titled, ,

by James Patterson. The main characters in this story

are Rafe Katchadorian, Filip (A.K.A. “Flip” Safage),

and Miller the bully. The genre of this book is comedy.

The story begins with Rafe making a deal with Miller

that if he went on the football team Miller would stop

bullying him. Join Rafe on his journey with the

football team and his best friend Flip, where trouble is

never far behind! I’m sure you’ll love the characters

and feel as if you are on their journey with them, as

this book is easy to sink into. I strongly recommend

this book to any junior student who loves adventure

and humour.

Jordan
(from Mr Dais’ class)

Just My Rotten Luck

Recommended by

Staff Book Recommendation

A Handful of Seeds
By Monica Hughs

This kids book introduces social justice issues (i.e.,

poverty) and can be used for a variety of conversations

with children of different ages. A young girl and her

grandmother are sharecroppers and, when her grand-

mother dies, the granddaughter is forced to leave the

plantation on which she is working. She goes to the

city and joins a gang of abandoned children in a tent

city. They face hardships, struggles, and challenges

trying to survive. Her knowledge of gardening

certainly comes in handy as she tries to help herself

and those around her. Definitely worth a read.

Mr. GoldRecommended by



�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Intermediate girls and boys basketball teams

Junior boys basketball team

Junior Volleyball team

Student Success Club: Extra support for students with

math/homework/projects/reading happening every

Tuesday after school in the library (for free)

Grade one art club

Computer club for students in Grade 6–8: An

introduction into learning the different data types

Boolean, array, variables and strings taking place at

lunch on Tuesdays

Ambassador Club for our English Language Learners

Glee Club
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Intermediate Band

Junior Band

Makerspace in the library

Kids for Kids Leadership Program

Young Rembrandts Art Program

Kids on Stage Drama program

Bricks for Kids program

TenTen Sports athletic program

Monthly Character Assemblies

Monthly newsletter (on www.drrobertabondar.ps)

Character trait idea generation interactive board

Daily morning music promoting “Try Everything”

(and a growth mindset)

Since September, Grade 6, 7, and 8 students have been practicing and working hard for

the Intermediate Girls and Boys volleyball team. This meant weekly practices during

and after school to get ready for the area tournaments against other schools in our area.

On November 14, the Intermediate Girls volleyball team had their area tournament, and

the Intermediate Boys had their tournament the day after, representing Dr. Roberta

Bondar against other schools with exceptional sportsmanship and determination.

Excellent Bondar pride demonstrated by: Jeyatha, Siddhi, Ronit, Ashley, Youna, Lois,

Arianne, Alisa, Sabrina, Akanksha Lyndzy, Abisha, Mekha, Mikha and Victoria.

George, Zubin, Joshua, Mohammad, Emmanuel, Martin, Maxim, Prabha, Matthew A,

Assvin, Fatih.

In early November there was a staff vs student volleyball game. Bondar staff brought their

“A” game to compete against the volleyball teams. It was an awesome game of skill and

teamwork. Thanks to all of the staff and students who participated.

Dr. Roberta Bondar Public School Night With The Toronto Marlies

When: Where: Time:

Why:

Friday, February 17, 2017 | Ricoh Coliseum | 7:00 p.m.

To support our Intermediate Band when they perform the Canadian National Anthem and entertain during the intermission.

Tickets are offered on a first come first served basis. All students must be accompanied by an adult. Dr. Roberta Bondar staff are not responsible for

transportation of or supervision of any students. Only students in the band will be transported by bus to and from the game.N
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TICKET ORDER FORM

Student Name(s): Teacher Name(s):

Parent/Guardian: Cheque payable to Dr. Roberta Bondar PS enclosed

# of tickets x $22.00 =



Click HERE to learn more about
the weather around the school.

Bus Cancellations
If the condition of the roads necessitates the cancellation of

bus service, local radio stations will be informed as early as

possible and will broadcast this information to the commu-

nity. Please be advised that if buses are cancelled in the morn-

ing they will not run after school — regardless of the

weather. Review your plans as to what your children will do

in the event of late buses or cancellations. The following ra-

dio stations announce cancellations:

AM 640 AM 680 FM 88.5 FM 90.3 AM 1010
AM 1540 FM 92.5 FM 93.1 AM 1050 FM 99.9
FM 97.3 FM 98.1 AM 1530 FM 100.7 FM 104.5
FM 107.1 AM 590

Check the Web
York Region District School Board's main website is:
www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca

All transportation information can be accessed through:
www.schoolbuscity.com

Weather
Alerts

Please be sure to dress your
child/children appropriately
and according to the weather.

School Website
Our school website is easy to navigate, has
informative news, and is very user friendly.

http://drrobertabondar.ps.yrdsb.ca/

Inclement Weather Days: IMPORTANT

If buses are cancelled in the morning, they are also

cancelled for the afternoon. For safety reasons, you

may choose whether or not to send your child to

school; however, if you keep him/her home and your

child is NOT bused, you MUST call the school and

report the absence. Our Safe Arrival Program dictates

that we know where all absent students are — if we

cannot reach you, we will contact your emergency

contact person. If we cannot reach that person, we are

obligated to contact the police.

There may be a modified program in your child's class

due to numbers of students attending and absences of

some teachers. If your child does not attend school on

a day that buses are cancelled due to inclement

weather, your child will not face attendance related

repercussions.

Once students arrive, they are expected to stay. You

can make arrangements ahead of time to pick up your

child at lunch.

WHEN BUSES ARE CANCELLED IN THE

YRDSB, THERE ARE:

NO Lunch Service Arrangements or Special

Lunches.

NO Special Events days or field trips.

Please send a lunch with your child.

Please Note: Dress for the weather: bus cancellation

does not mean automatic indoor recesses or early

entry into the school.

Information regarding bus cancellations is posted at

www.schoolbuscity.com, conveyed to GTA

radio/television stations, and available on the Board’s

Twitter feed: https//twitter.com/#!/YRDSB

WE STRONGLY ENCOURAGE YOU TO FOLLOW

US ON TWITTER @DrRBondarPS FOR REGULAR

INFORMATION.

�

�

�

https://www.theweathernetwork.com/ca/forecasts/school-day/ontario/dr-roberta-bondar-public-school-maple
https://twitter.com/YRDSB

